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INSTRUCTIONS
There are three questions on this assignment. Read the instructions for each question carefully. You must answer all the questions. Each question carries a specific number of marks, totalling 20 points.

You are to hand in a printed version of this assignment BY 16 JANUARY 2020 AT THE BEGINNING OF THE EXAM. You can handwrite your answers, but please make sure that your work is easy to read. 

1 (9p) — This is an extract from Christmas Shopaholic (2019), a novel written by Sophie Kinsella. Read the text and classify each of the underlined items according to this scheme: a) word classes, b) phrases, and c) syntactic functions at the level of the clause.

(For Becky, who is married to Luke, Christmas has always been the same – Mum and Dad hosting, carols playing, Mum pretending she made the Christmas pudding, and the next-door neighbours coming round for sherry. But this year Becky’s parents have asked Becky to host Christmas)

‘Excuse me!’
An elderly woman’s voice penetrates my memories and I blink back to reality. I’m standing on Jermyn Street, surrounded by Christmas shoppers, blocking the entrance to a shop. Oops.
‘Sorry!’ I say, and as I step away I feel a stab of guilt. Ok, Focus, Becky, focus. Christmas shopping is my task, I’ve taken the day off especially.
I take a few steps forward, looking around all the decorated shop fronts, getting myself back in the zone. There are twinkly Christmas lights all around, which helps, and I can hear ‘Last Christmas’ being piped from somewhere.
Last night I skimmed through a few Christmas magazines, which really got me in the Christmas mood. God, I love glossy-magazine land. You turn the pages in a happy stupor, staring at magazine decorations and women laughing while they drink champagne in sparkly tops, and you think, ‘Oh my God, I want all of this and I definitely need a new sequinned top and I really hope Mum buys that Christmas pudding with the orange inside.
But this year, of course, it’s me buying the Christmas pudding. I’m in charge. I sometimes feel a little weak at the responsibility that has been handed to me. However, thankfully the magazines were full of useful tips – for example, the ‘must-have bauble’ this year is a silver llama with glittery hair and WORLD PEACE embroidered on its side in pink. To be honest, I hadn’t realized there was such a thing as a ‘must-have bauble’. But there it was in every magazine, so I’ve ordered six. We’re going to have the most on-trend tree ever!
[..] I read this brilliant article called ‘Don’t try to solve ten problems at once!’ It said the answer to stress-free Christmas shopping was prioritizing and doing one thing at a time. So today I’m focusing again on one simple task: find a present for Luke.
But what?
I feel so uninspired. I’ve already been round all the department stores and OK, I’ve seen nice things – but nothing made me think, ‘Yessss!’

Example: An elderly woman’s voice penetrates my memories 

a) Determiner (indefinite article) + adjective (attributive) + genitive (noun as possessive determiner) + noun (count) + lexical verb + determiner (possessive) + noun (count)
b) NP + VP + NP 
c) S V dO		
1. I’ve taken the day off especially.

a) ________________________________________________

 b) ________________________________________________

 c) ________________________________________________



2. Last night I skimmed through a few Christmas magazines

a) ________________________________________________

    b) ________________________________________________

    c) ________________________________________________


3. I definitely need a new sequinned top	

a) ________________________________________________

    b) ________________________________________________

    c) ________________________________________________


4.  I sometimes feel a little weak at the responsibility	
	
a) ________________________________________________

    b) ________________________________________________

    c) ________________________________________________


5. So today I’m focusing again on one simple task
	
   a) ________________________________________________

    b) ________________________________________________

    c) ________________________________________________

6. but nothing made me think ‘Yessss!’
		
   a) ________________________________________________

    b) ________________________________________________

    c) ________________________________________________

2 (5p) — Say whether the following statements are TRUE or FALSE, and a) give grammatical reasons for your answer, using the appropriate terminology, b) provide an example to illustrate it.

1. Standard English is the same all over the world.  
.










2. Inflectional morphemes never change the lexical category or the meaning of the root to which they are attached.











 3. The same word can function as a preposition and a conjunction, depending on the context.











4. An auxiliary verb can be the head of a Verb Phrase.









5. A declarative clause always performs the discourse function of statement.








3 (6p) By what grammatical means is humour created in the following jokes? Do not forget to give a full explanation of your own, using the appropriate terminology and making reference to concrete Topics from the Course syllabus.
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“Well done, well-done, or well, done?”
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