Teaching a “one-to-one” English Class
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Notes taken by : Younes D. for Hopeland Institute’s Teacher Training sessions.

Thoughts about one to one teaching: 
Advantages:
· Content can be tailored to the learner’s needs.
· Greater level of :
* Production 
*Individual Attention
* Correction
· It will lead to more rapid progress.
· Increased chances for really getting to know the learner.
· Interesting and satisfying.
Practical Advantages 
-Classroom management easier.
-Flexible and convenient.

Challenges : 
· Intense experience, especially if there is not a good relationship with the teacher.
· Motivation of the learner, easier to cancel the lesson.
· High expectations from the teacher. 
· Activities tend to take less time: More preparation and resources are 
· needed.


 Practical challenges 
· Can be unreliable, students can be keen at first and then, they cancel lessons more often.
· Consuming time when travelling.

Key factors for success 

· Rapport and Negotiation 
Rapport: Good relationship with the learners.
Negotiation: Make sure that they have a sense that they are getting value for money.

· Needs analysis 
A roadmap : Where are we now and where do we want to go , the purpose based on learner’s motivations 
· Ask them : 
What do you want: Speaking practice? Writing practice? 
Homework? If so, how much?
How much time do you really have?
Relevant materials? 
· Learner’s first language.
· Find out : Strengths and weaknesses
Oral skills, writing skills, the accuracy, the fluency, level vocabulary.
Speaking assessment: 
*Personal.
*Descriptive: family, hometown.
*Past and future questions.
*Hypothetical: What would you change about yourself if you could? What do you think of …?
- Try to record this, so that you can listen back to it afterwards to see the issues they have and the things they need to address. Writing, listening, reading assessment
-See what they are already doing at the moment.
Resources: 
-Course book
-Authentic materials, books or resources on the internet.







