Transnational mobilizations and international solidarity

In transnational mobilizations there is “mobilization”. In political science, mobilization means social movement. It’s a form of political action that is collective. But it’s also the defense of a cause. Social mobilization is very often not only the action of people but also organizations. The fact of attracting people needs to have some organizational structure.  How people at what point become interested in a cause? How do we pass from individual suffering to collective action? Ideas are both collective objects and individual beliefs.
In any collective movement that involves an important amount of people, each of those individuals might be there for a different reason. 

“Transnational” = this word comes from international relations.  International relations refer to relations between states. Today it might also be the relations between those states and international/regional organizations. It might also be the relations between blocs of countries. Transnational relations are relations that are situated below the states. They are relations between what we might call “subnational units”. Those subnational units might be provinces establishing relations between them independently from the relation between the countries they are in (ex: the Basque country in France and the Basque country in Spain). 

Transnational mobilization: it is a conflict that links transnational activists from different states to one state or several states or to an international organization. Those activists interact with their state, with another state, with an international organization, but also with transnational companies. 


À lire pour la semaine prochaine – Chapitre 3: Rooted cosmopolitans and transnational activists (livre sur moodle)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Exam: two questions.
· one on the lecture
· one on the mandatory readings
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