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FICHE RÉVISION MONARCHY

INFORMATION ABOUT THE QUEEN ELIZABETH II :
Queen Elizabeth II has been on the throne since 6 February, 1952, celebrating her Golden Jubilee (50 years since her accession) in 2002. The Queen succeeded her father. The Queen represents Britain to the rest of the world. As Head of State, The Queen undertakes constitutional and representational duties which have developed over one thousand years of history. Moreover, in spite of to be the queen of UK, Elizabeth II is also the queen of Canada, the Bahamas, Australia etc. The Queen is the head of the Church of England. The United Kingdom is a constitutional monarchy. A monarch is a hereditary ruler; a constitutional monarchy is a state headed by a monarch who rules according to the constitution.

The Queen is married to the HRH Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, the son of Prince and Princess Andrew of Greece and Denmark.
THE ROLE OF THE MONARCHY
The monarch’s role is defined by rules and conventions. The monarch is politically neutral but has the right to be consulted, to encourage and to warn the Government of the day. The Queen has regular George VI, when he died in 1952, because she was his eldest child. The sovereign is normally succeeded by their eldest Tuesday evening audiences with the Prime Minister. Monarchy is the oldest form of government in the United Kingdom. In a monarchy, a king or queen is Head of State. The British monarchy is known as a constitutional monarchy. 
WHY DO BRITONS CARE ABOUT THEIR MONARCHY? 
 1) why monarchy is good thing ?
Tradition and constancy. A monarchy represents something that has been around for 1,000 years. A republic can never have that,. The monarchy has also endured through even the biggest crises. For example, the threat of that “little man with a strange mustache” (Hitler) is actually very small compared to the historical weight and constancy of the English monarchy. 
The monarchy doesn’t cost very much. Her Majesty the Queen is only the 50th richest person in the United Kingdom . Also the monarchy actually brings in money because they are such a huge tourist attraction. 
The Queen can never be corrupted, because she is too rich to be bribed. She has around 500 million pounds of personal wealth. 
The monarchy is the basis of the Commonwealth. There are 83 countries currently in the British Commonwealth, and the Queen is the head of the Commonwealth. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Monarchy is one of the only uniting factors in the United Kingdom. Few things actually unite Ireland, Scotland, England, and Wales, and the monarchy is one of them. Unity is a good thing. 
2) the Queen has a role to play in stabilising government 
Some comments by the public have included suggestions that the Queen should become involved and not simply discuss the situation with the Prime Minsiter. 
She does have a role in bringing stability to the nation, that would be entirely constitutional. The question is whether, with all her massive experience (her Prime Minister had just been born when she ascended the throne), she judges the situation is sufficiently grave for her to take an initiative designed to cool the national mood. Our present Queen needs to consider exercising. our present Queen needs to consider exercising. The Queen is a model of probity, which makes her the best possible facilitator. She will know from her experience that the situation is without precedent; that it is dangerous; and that the stability and continuity of our democratic institutions are at stake. 

THE CASE FOR BRITISH REPUBLIC
Republicans campaign for the abolition of the monarchy, an elected head of state and a new democratic constitution that really puts power in the hands of voters. 
Why get rid of the monarchy? 
Expensive, unaccountable and a drag on our democratic process, the monarchy is a broken institution. A head of state that's chosen by us could really represent our hopes and aspirations - and stop politicians exceeding their powers. 
What's so good about a republic 
A new constitution based on democratic values - not medieval ones - could give voters real power over their politicians. A republic is more than just an elected head of state: it's a new way of doing politics that is centred around the power of the people. A new set of rules and reformed institutions would give voters more power of parliament  
In a republic the head of state would be elected and would have a real job to do. She or he would not run the government - that would still be the prime minister. An elected president would act as a guardian of our constitution, protecting the rights of voters ?

2) goodbye to monarchy
Monarchy is incompatible with democracy. It is based on inherited power, wealth, influence and status - not on merit or public consent. We have a system of monarchy that is not only shamelessly anti-democratic and elitist, but also sexist, racist and founded on religious intolerance. Non-Protestants are banned as our head of state. No Judaists, no Muslims, no Hindus and no Catholics can inherit the British throne. Monarchy is also implicitly racist. A black Briton can never be monarch or head of state. The status of king or queen is reserved for the all-white Windsor family and their descendants. 
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